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Vm. Certain observations on the international application 



The following ; observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: y 

[i] 

- The subject matters of claims 1, 15, 25 and 33 relate to preventive or curing agents, or diagnosis drugs, or apoptosis 
promoting agents having as active ingredients, p 

u-^ '^ erom P° m ^' or&e ff salts, to inhibit the activities of... proteins... representedby SEQ ID NO 1"- 
The subject matters of claims 2, 15, 26 and 33 relate to preventive or curing agents, or diagnosis drugs, or apoptosis 
promoting agents having as active ingredients, ^ p 

(2) SEqSo"?- OT their SaItS ' 10 inhibit expression ofthe § enes of - • P rot eins. . .represented by 

The subject matter of claim 17 relates to preventive or curing agents, or diagnosis drugs, or apoptosis promoting 
agents having as active ingredients, " y 5 

( 3 ) ' ,the compounds, or their salts, having an effect of inhibiting the activities of ELOVL2"- 

The subject matter of claim 18 relates to preventive or curing agents, or diagnosis drugs, or apoptosis promoting 
agents having as active ingredients, " 5 

(4) "the compounds, or their salts, having an effect of inhibiting the expression of ELOVL2"* 
The subject matters of claims 34, 48, 58 and 66 relate to preventive or curing agents, or diagnosis drugs or 

apoptosis promotmg agents having as active ingredients, 

(5) "the compounds, or their salts, to inhibit the activities of. . .proteins. . .represented by SEQ ID NO 16" 

- The subject matters of claims 35, 49, 59 and 66 relate to preventive or curing agents, or diagnosis drugs, or 
apoptosis promoting agents having as active ingredients, - 

(6) ^i* 0 ™? 0 ™^, or their salts, to inhibit the expression of the genes of. . .proteins. . .represented by 
SEQ ED NO: 16"j 

The subject matter of claim 50 relates to preventive or curing agents, or diagnosis drugs, or apoptosis promoting 
agents having as active ingredients, ~ r * B 

(7) "the compounds, or their salts, having an effect of inhibiting the activities of Staufen homolog 2", and 

- The subject matter of claim 51 relates to preventive or curing agents, or diagnosis drugs, or apoptosis promoting 
agents having as active ingredients, 5 

(8) "the compounds, or their salts, having an effect of inhibiting the expression of Staufen homolog 2 " 
each of (1) to (8) defined by desired characteristics. 

The subject matter of each of the above-mentioned claims encompasses all the compounds having such 
characteristics however, it is considered that only a part of the claimed compounds are supported by the specification 
in the sense of me provisions of PCT Article 6 and disclosed in the sense of the provisions of PCT Rule 5 

In addition, for "the compounds, or their salts," the scope of compounds or salts having such characteristics 
cannot be defined even in view of the common technical knowledge at the time of filing of the present application, 
and so none of the above-mentioned claims satisfies the requirement of clarity of PCT Article 6. 

[2] 

The invented "curing/preventive agents for cancer" of each of claims 21, 24, 54 and 57 are specified by a 
screening method and encompass all the compounds obtained by the said screening method as active ingredients 

the specification, however, of the present application concretely describes only a small part of the active 
thf specm^aticT 1 ^ S ° reenmg method > md 80 me above-mentioned claims are not supported or disclosed by 

Even in view of the common technical knowledge at the time of filing of the present application, it is not at all 
c ear what specific compounds are encompassed or excluded, and so the descriptions of each of the above-mentioned 
claims are significantly unclear. 

3] 

This report, therefore, provides an opinion based on the result of prior art searches mainly on the antisense 
nwSTTSr 88 concre ^ ly descr ibed as examples of compounds that fall under the "compounds, or their salts " in 
ll H ) .S l » OT exam P les of compounds as active ingredients of the "preventive/curing agents for cancer" in T21 in 
the specification L J ' 
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Failure to satisfy the unity of invention 

S^bTk^^^^ 6 2002 «*' 06 ° 2 >- *— ' • 

(Documents 1-4 are relevant to claim 1 ) 

Doc»men, 6: ta. . Sequence Homologue of Steufen Is 'an ^A-Bi^ftoSte i Associated with 

document, RN- 313928-33-5 * P 8 12103-12108, entire 

(documents 5-9 are relevant to claim 34.) 

tPriini^f C ° rd ? g l y ' ^technical features common to both groups of inventions are not distinctive from the 

EJSX^ ° n ^ ? n ° rity ^ ° f ^ Present «*Plicati*C and so there is no tS^SSSSSi 

i^^S^taTSS" ^ ° f ** Same ° r —P-^i V-W technical ^tS anTthey 
<uc uut so nnicea as to torm a single general inventive concept. 
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(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

| Continuation of: V 

Im 

IremcsenteX Vamtn * ,** T*™ containill g substantially the same amino acid sequence as that 

Wo^^ y - *• SUbjeC ' m «™ ° f Cbta '- 30 - 33 *> « involve anS™n view| 

IP) 

IP] 

Ibv SEoS?! 3 / 68 ? 68 Pr0tein j contail »ng substantially the same amino acid sequence as that represented I 

C^^^^SSfi^S ^ ^ K 0 ?™' ^ aIS ° d6SCribeS that nu " leotide -quenS ' 

said genes or antibodies against the said proteins are prepared Document 3 

StSrtr? ° f ^ " idprotofau * dicate a risk of genetic carcinogenesis a postage 

(step I. IwSS^E"* ° f ^ 3M8 - ^ «« d ° « W- <° "™>lve an inventive 

|t4] 

preventton oi togo^s of diseases that are associated with physiological actmS to said Setnf 
of "* ° f 43 - 45 "° - «~ •» ^olve an invX^in view 

|[5) 

lother wolTSes £^251? IST** Tf* ° f ■**" 36 md 37 h Po'^leottdes themselves, in ' 
the doSts of ^ ^ substances, and the polynucleotides containing the sequences that fell within 
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! Continuation of : V 

Ira 

lactivit^^ 
theeyssionofthe genes to 

adopted as active mgredients of curing/preventive agents for cancer or as active ingredients 0^00X1^ 
promoting agents. Those features would not be obvious to a person skilled in tte^SS 
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